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1 BACKGROUND/SOURCE:

> | am a Detective with the Riverside Police Department assigned to the Centralized Investigations

3 Bureau Persons Unit. | responded to 5200 Arlington Avenue to assist with the investigation of an

4  Officer Involved Shooting (OIS) that occurred on Arlington Avenue west of Streeter Avenue., in tha‘\ '
s City and County of Riverside. | arrived at the command post at 2150 hours: | was assigned as.the

6 case agent and Detective Tillett was assigned as the co-case agent,

8 INVESTIGATION: ¥
9 Interview of Riverside Police Department Officer Jared O’Farrell (ID# 1749)
10 On 07-23-18 at 1506 hours, partner Detective Tillett.and | interviewed Officer-O’Farrell in the

11 conference room at Magnolia Police Station. Attorney S. Ethir, R-ivers_idé' County Deputy District
12 Attorney S. Shouka, and Riverside County District Attarney.Investigator J. Campos were also

13 present. The interview was audio recorded.on my.department.issted digital recorder and

I‘L downloaded into records. Detective Tille'ﬁ and Attorney S. Ethir also recorded the interview. The
15 following is a summary of the interview. |

16 \

17 | advised Officer O'Farrellthat this'was«a criminal report and that a copy of the report would be

18 submitted to the District Attorney’s Office fo\r review. | advised him that he did not have to speak
19 with me and that if.he decided not to spéak to me that no discipline could come to him for that

20  decision. | asked if prierto our interview if anyone had ordered him to give a statement and he

21 replied/“No.” Heragreed that he did give a public safety statement to supervision when he was

22 asked. | asked him if anyohe had ordered him to speak with me or Detective Tillett or anyone in the
»3  PersonsUnit and he answered, “No.” | asked him if he wished to speak to me and he said, “Yes.”
24 4

25 Officer O’Farr@l! said his identification number was #1749. He has been working for Riverside

26 Police Department for over five years. He was currently assigned to the East Neighborhood

27  Policing,€enter as a “POP Officer’ (Problem Oriented Policing Officer). He has worked the

28 assignment for about a year and his radio designator is P29.

o
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I He told me that he was working on 7/20/18 and was not riding with a partner. He described his

2 uniform as the all black, traditional POP uniform which included an outer carry ballistic vest and

3 BDU pants. His vest is marked with police badges and patches on the front and back. He was

4 driving a marked police unit (Ford, Crown Victoria), Unit #3135. He also wer€’a body €amera

5 which was activated. He said he did review the audio and video from his.body worn.eamera pfierto

6 the interview.

8 | told him that | wanted him to start from the beginning of the-day and totell-us how he came to be
9 involved in the incident. | asked him to explain it from beginningto end'with as,much detail as he
10 could remember and provide. We would ask additional questions if,we had-any afterward.

12 At this point, Attorney Ethir said she wanted'te make suré+it,was on.record that Officer O'Farrell

13 was not able to view the COBAN video ftem his police unit prief'to the interview. She said Officer
1zLO’FarrelI believed it would show his-'aﬂempts to trailthe pursuit and potentially would have

15 captured the termination of the prsui{ alongwith the suspect's vehicle. It would also show Officer
16 O'Farrell's involvement after'the’pursuit terminated. Fhey did not watch the vehicle’s COBAN but
17 did watch his body camera.video. /8he'said they saw on the body camera video that the light on
18 the unit's COBAN did indicaté it wason. Shé said the statement being provided by Officer O’Farrell
19 was being done-veluntarily andwas based on his independent recollection and his recollection

20 based on whaf he saw«on,the body camera video and the video obtained by Air 1.

21

22 | asked Officer, O'Rarrell if he felt comfortable proceeding with giving his statement without seeing
23 his units‘COBAN video. ‘He said he did. DDA Shouka asked if the issue with the unit's COBAN
24 was with downloadi.ng‘ | told her there was issue with uploading the videos from all of the police
25 units and it was‘eurrently being worked on by the IT department. For clarification, S. Shouka

26 stated it was an IT issue. Attorney Ethir told us something similar happened in the past and she
»7  understood. She wanted it on record that Officer O’Farrell was unable to view the COBAN video

28 and it may have captured things his body camera may not have captured.

e
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23
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30

Officer O'Farrell said on Friday 7/20/18, he was in the area of University/lowa when he heard the
RPD Channel 1 dispatcher broadcast that Hemet police officers were in a pursuit of a suspect that
shot at them. They were at the 215 freeway north bound at Nuevo. He knew the area and knew the ,
pursuit was coming toward Riverside. He was also aware there was a delay between the 49,
dispatcher getting the information to them on patrol. He used his hand held radio and'went to’a-,
frequency he could hear the other agencies on. For officer safety reasbns, he-wénted to g_ei better

updates on where the suspect was going to be traveling.

He then heard Air 1 was moving toward the pursuit and thét the-pu_rsuit was exiting the 215
freeway onto Van Buren. He heard radio traffic from.the officers inthe pursuit that there were
more shots fired at them by the suspect. He monitored the‘radio’and _h'eérd the pursuit was west
bound on Van Buren from the 215 freeway..He said his goal was to-get to Victoria and try to make

his way toward the area of the pursuit to.assist the officers.

He heard Sgt. Elliott say on the radio that if there were units in position to take over the pursuit to
do so because the pursuit was now in.Riverside F__’diicé Department’s jurisdiction. Officer O'Farrell
activated his lights and.sirens andwent Code- 3 down Canyon Crest to Alessandro. He then took
Arlington to Victoria¢.During this time’ he heard the suspect was driving on the wrong side of the

road and his speeds were in excess of 100 mph at various times during the pursuit.

Based ofi.the situation and knowing the suspect was actively shooting at police; he knew at some
point, when it ended, it qo&ld be potentially bad for anyone involved including civilians and police
officers. When he gotto the area of Victoria/Mary, he stopped and took his rifle from the trunk of
his unit to be ready:. ifit was needed. He continued to the area of Victoria/Van Buren. Radio
communicatioh was switched to RPD channel 1 and the pursuit went into the area of Cleveland,
Jackson and Dufferin.

By the time he got to Van Buren, it sounded like the pursuit was coming back toward the Van
Buren area. He and other officers positioned themselves near the intersection. He said he didn't
want to cross paths with the suspect when he was actively shooting at the police. He saw some
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1 civilians exercising in the area and he directed them to get away from the area to prepare for the
2 chance the suspect did come through there shooting.

4  The suspect did not end up going that direction. Officer O'Farrell believed the suspectiraveled .
5 down to Harrison instead. He and other officers crossed Van Buren contiflting Code-8' He said he

6 wasn't actively in the pursuit because there were a lot of officers already involved. He was’frying to

7 stay in the area of where ever the pursuit was going to end. The.jnformation broadcast'was the

§  suspect was still driving extremely fast and was driving over 400 mph at.some 'poin'ts through the

9 neighborhoods. Officer O'Farrell continued to stay behind fhe.pu‘rsuﬁ but'in th_e\.ﬁarea.

11 The suspect went from Harrison to east bound Indiana. AttRat point,. Officer O'Farrell turned north
12 on Van Buren. He believed it was broadcastthat the suspect turned:north on either Monroe or

13 Adams. He went east on Magnolia and fiorth on Menroe'to California. He heard Air 1 broadcast
lz‘_.that the suspect had gone to the area of:Sierra arid Arch. He continued to listen to the radio to see
15 where the suspect might go. He tonfinued fo drive on_ California toward Arlington.

16 M

17 As he approached Arlington, he heardAir 1 bfoadcast that the suspect vehicle was west bound in
18 the east bound lane$ of Arlington from Madés'on. He knew there was a raised center median and

19 the suspect was-driving againstitraffic, héad-on toward cars. He noticed there were a lot of civilians

20 outand the intersections were packed with people.

22 He descr'ibe_d the intersecti'on as having a cut out from north bound California to east bound

23 ArlingtonHe further desefibed it as almost a mini frontage road. He pulled into that area. He could
24 hear the broadcast 'and knew if the suspect was coming west on Arlington from Madison that the

25 suspect was right there at the time that he was there. He stopped the police unit and shut his

26 overheaddights off because he knew the suspect was shooting at police. He didn’t want to make

27 himself_-more of a target by drawing more attention. He shut down the lights and realized the

28 suspect was coming right at him. He looked to his left for the cars that would be traveling east
2L bound on Arlington and noticed they were all stopped and appeared to be piled up. He thought the
30  drivers may have noticed someone was driving right at them and stopped.
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2 Officer O’'Farrell said he then had eyes on the suspect's car. He knew it was silver Chrysler

3 Sebring. He could see the suspect coming toward him just as Air 1 described (west bound in the

4 east bound lanes). He guessed the suspect’s speed to be 50-60 mph. All of the cars were stop_ped. .
5 and the suspect had nowhere to go. He had positioned his unit and was.hlocking the‘other traffic

6 from traveling onto east Arlington from California. ' . '

8 He knew the suspect had already been firing at police officers throughout the pur_sUit. He couldn’t
9 really see the suspect but could see the silhouette of his hé‘ad. He was'very warfied about sitting
10 there by himself at the intersection. He was worried the suspect was going.to start shooting at him.
11 He had his rifle in the passenger seat and pulled it up at that time. The suspect came up to about
12 20 yards in front of him. Officer O’Farrell thaught of the many civilians with nowhere to go. He
13 thought of the fact that the suspect already shot at-police officets and the potential that he would
1Lshoot at police again. He thought the suspect eould-shoot at civilians as well. The civilians didn’t
15 know what was going on and wefe not moying out of the way. He shot one round from his rifle
16  through the windshield of his unit at the.Suspect. , )
17
18 The suspect ducked down in‘the carafter tﬁe first round was shot. Officer O'Farrell was not sure if
19 he hit the suspeet; but assumed the suspéect knew he had been shot at by his reaction. The
20  suspect swe'rv'ed backtoward the fight and slowed down. At the time Officer O’Farrell shot, he
21 estimated.the suspéet to be driving around 30 mph. After the shot, the suspect slowed to about 20
22 mph as he a_pproached the stopped vehicles. He could see the suspect's head and his shoulder,
23 but could‘not see his hands. It looked like the suspect was trying to duck down and hide from him.
24 Officer O'Farrell was still worried about the people stopped in their vehicles because the suspect
s had then cornéred himself. He feared the suspect would shoot at him or take a hostage because
26 he had nohere to go. The suspect had nothing else to do considering what he had been doing up
27  to that point.
28
2L Officer O'Farrell turned in his driver’'s seat. His unit's driver’s side door was wide open. He shot
30  another round, aiming at the suspect’s upper shoulder and head area (indicated with gesture)
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1 because that was all he could see of the suspect's body at the time. After he fired the round, he

2 could not see the suspect because the suspect’s vehicle kept moving forward and there was a
3 vehicle between them.

s  Officer O’Farrell exited his car and came up to the front of the vehicle thatiwas “blocking” or was
6 between him and the suspect. He could see the suspect clearly at thdt time. Thé Suspect 'véhicle’s
7 driver's side door was open and Officer O’'Farrell had a view of the suspect's back. The.suspect
8  was doing something with his hands, but Officer O'Farrell couldn’t see-what-he waé doing. He
9 couldn't see the suspect’'s hands, but the suspect was moving around and still-seated in the
10 driver's seat. Officer O’Farrell tried to better position. himself to getia betterview of what the
11 suspect was doing with his hands or to see what e had in‘his, hands, He was giving the suspect
12 commands to show him his hands.
13 .
1L Officer O’Farrell was on the passengerside of: the civilian's'car. He had a good view of the suspect
15 but he still could not see his hanfls) Officer O:Faffell continued to give commands for the suspect
16 to show his hands. At one point; the suspect did show both of his hands. Officer O’Farrell could
17 see them clearly through the openscardoor. He told the suspect to keep his hands there or
18 something similar to; “Showsme your hand's\.” The suspect looked right at Officer O'Farrell and said
19 something like,“Okay, okay, | get it.” The suspect held his hands there very briefly (2-3 seconds)
20 and then he twibkly turned toward'his passenger seat.
21
22 Officer O'Farrell could no langer see the suspect's hands. It appeared as if the suspect was going
23 to the aréa of his front.passenger seat. Officer O'Farrell knew the suspect had already shot at
24 police and was armed. He knew the suspect was door to door with an occupied SUV and other
25  civilians were 'present. Officer O'Farrell was worried the suspect was reaching for a gun and if he
26 started shooting it would be him, his partners or the civilian there that could be possibly killed with
27  the gum.He also considered the possibility of a hostage being taken by the suspect. Because the
28  suspect reached into the passenger seat, Officer O'Farrell feared he was reaching for a gun and
2&, he shot one more round.
30
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The round hit the suspect in the back of the head behind his left ear. He saw blood come out of the
suspect’s head and the suspect slumped down into the passenger side of the vehicle. Officer
Hernandez, or someone else that was right next to Officer O’Farrell, broadcasted that shots were
fired. Officer O’Farrell held his position on the car. He knew that he had hit the suspectand knew &
the suspect went down. He did not know if the suspect was completely incapacitated: He did fot
want to leave right then and approach the car because he knew the sdspect w.aé armed, He also
considered the possibility of someone else being in the suspect's'vehicle He'enly sawthe suspect
but it was unknown if someone else was in the vehicle. Officer-O'Farreliheld his pdSi'tion.

There were two girls in the front seat of the car he wasup against.' The girls.were crying
hysterically and were on the floor board trying to Hide. Offiger O'F arrell'backed up to just in front of
the front passenger side of the car and the girls were taken,out of the car by Officer Hernandez

and someone else.

Officer O'Farrell held his position. oh the suspect Until Sgt’ Elliott pulled him away. He then stayed
off to the side with another gfficer. \J

Officer O'Farrell told-us his rifle wasa Coit-'Commando which was a 556 rifle. | asked him if he
typically loaded-it {o' capacity and he said that he loaded it to 28 rounds in a 30 round magazine
which was _s_tandard practice for the'SWAT team. He said his rifle was loaded to 28 rounds that day
and he fired 3 shot§™*He said -he was not injured during the incident.

| asked Him.if he could describe the suspect. He said the suspect looked like a lighter skinned
Hispanic male with,a bald head. He couldn’t see him clearly in detail and was more concerned
about what thé.suspect's hands were doing. He said he knew the suspect vehicle was a Chrysler

Sebring. <

He said he did have his handgun with him but he did not fire it. | asked him what made him choose
his rifle. He said it had much better accuracy. Given the situation and the amount of people that

were around, he knew from his training he would be more accurate with his rifle. He said he
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I brought it up with him because he did not know how the situation was going to end. He did not

2 know if he would be in close range of the suspect or if he would need his rifle for a longer distance.

4 | asked him if he had any concerns about the background when he shot the fifst round as the
5 suspect was driving toward him. He said because of the angle he had, he could see.the Sears :
6 parking lot behind the suspect. At the time, he did not think there was anythmg between the

7 suspect and what was beyond him that could be potentially hit. He felt he had.a clearcbackground
8 before he shot. X

10 Detective Tillett asked him if he remembered what officers were with him as.he approached the
11 Camry and dealt with the suspect. Officer O'Farrell said he'believed Officér Hernandez was to his
12 right and Officer Reimer was to his left. Heknew OfficerWatkins was there and believed he was

13  off to his left somewhere.

15 Detective Tillett asked Officer OFatrell if he worked any ©@ther collateral assignments. Officer
16 O'Farrell said he was a Defénsive Tactics lnstruct;jr' and collateral SWAT officer. He was on the
17 SWAT team for just over ayear. HiSSSWAT training included hostage rescue, range time and

18 marksmanship, entry training, and similar 5cenarios.

20 Deputy Distriet Attorney Shouka asked Officer O'Farrell if he knew where his first and second shot
21 struck. He said he did fiot knowif the first shot hit the suspect or the suspect vehicle at the time.

22 He just knew the suspect: feacted to that shot because he scooted down into his seat and swerved
23 off. He could not tell ifhe-hit the suspect or the suspect's vehicle with the second round. Officer

24 O'Farrell said he Wés- still in his vehicle when he shot the second round and the driver’s side door
25 of his unit was wide open.

26 R

27 | asked him what the purpose was for being behind the Camry. He said he wanted to get some

28 kind of cover between him and the suspect if the suspect started shooting at him or his partner
ZL' officers. He didn’t want to be out the open with nothing to get behind. He said the civilians inside
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the car were down sitting on the floor board as low as they could. They were both crying

1
2 hysterically.
3 QO
4 He did not know who requested medical aid for the suspect but knew that m\&al ai&syonde&@
5 tothe scene. é’\' Q;\
SIS
6 ‘\0 O
7 The interview was concluded. \(\ o Q.
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